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Agency Contact: Elise Golan, egolan@ers.usda.gov 
Subject of Review: The mission of the WIC program is to safeguard the health of low-income women, 

infants, and children up to age 5 who are at nutritional risk, by providing 
supplemental food, nutrition education, and referrals to health care and other social 
services. WIC is the USDA’s third-largest food and nutrition assistance program 
with Federal expenditures of $5.5 billion in fiscal 2007. Almost half of all infants 
and about one-quarter of all children 1-4 years of age in the United States participate 
in the program. The Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 (P.L. 
108-265), that authorized funds for the WIC program, expires on September 30, 
2009. Reauthorization provides an opportunity to examine issues associated with the 
operation and effectiveness of the program. The goal of this report is to provide a 
better understanding of how WIC works, its history and program trends, and to 
inform public debate on major economic issues facing the program. 
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transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
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